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6 November was a special day

We celebrated All Saints: there was a special prayer for All
Souls as the list of our departed loved ones was laid on the
altar; and the Christie family with their family and friends
brought four-month old Harlem Mary-Lee for baptism.

2

The Anglican Parish of St Bede’s Semaphore
Nurturing the Soul of Semaphore
Locum tenens priest: The Rev’d Gwilym Henry-Edwards

0408 353 781

Churchwardens: Mrs Fay Warren 0415 364 757 Mrs Dorothy Thorpe 0457 501 397
Organist: Dr Deborah Osman
Parish Councillors: Mr Colin Lehmann (Treasurer), Mrs Brenda Beer, Mrs Ros de
Garis, Ms Karen Fagan, Mrs Sue Henry-Edwards, Mrs Luise Humby, Mr Greg Manning, Ms Georgie Stamp.
The Parish Council usually meets on the second Wednesday of each month at
7.00pm.
Parish Office: In the hall at 200 Military Road Semaphore. Parish Secretary
Fay Warren is available when the office is open:
Tuesdays 9.00am-1.00pm and Thursdays 8.30am –1.30pm.
Telephone 8449 5064

Email: office@stbedessemaphore.org.au

Website: www.stbedessemaphore.org.au and Facebook: stbedessemaphore
Karen Fagan webmaster.
Bede’s Bazaar Co-ordinator: Mrs Bre a nda Beer 0400 053 527
Community Garden: Contact St Bede’s on 8449 5064 for details.
Breakfast @St Bede’s Co-ordinator: Dorothy Thorpe
The Morning Star Editor: Dorothy Thorpe 0457 501 397 is a monthly publication
of St Bede’s Anglican Parish, PO Box 111, Semaphore SA 5019.

Services in December ( Christmas services see p. 16)
Sundays at 8.00am (also on zoom) and 9.30am: Holy Communion
Wed: at 10.00am: Holy Comm.; Thurs: Evening Prayer 8.00pm on zoom
Holy Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Matrimony, Funerals, Ministry with the
Sick, Confession and Reconciliation by appointment with the priest.
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Dear Friends,
Christmas means
different things
to
different
people.
For
example,
the
shopkeepers and
the advertisers
have been urging
us to spend our
money
on
Christmas goods because they see Christmas as a good time for
business. All over Australia people are travelling (if they can) to be
with their families for Christmas, to share good things and good
fellowship. They feel that Christmas is a good time to be with family.
Others find that Christmas is not a good time at all. They may
remember what they have lost, or what they never had. Christmas
can be time of loneliness and grief for those who are separated from
family and friends. It can be a time of frustration and pain for those
who cannot afford the celebration. But Christmas is also a time of
generosity, when people remember that not everybody has enough,
and the Christmas Bowl and the Salvation Army and Anglicare are
busy distributing Christmas hampers and toys to those in need.
For Christians, Christmas is all these things and more. Christians all
over the world gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus. From the
greatest of cathedrals to the smallest of bush churches, from
congregations of thousands to two or three gathered in the name of
Christ. The songs we sing have different words and different tunes,
and the ways we worship are many and varied; and yet all gather to
give thanks to God for the birth of this one child, Jesus. Every year, we
struggle to understand what Christmas is really about, and why this
particular child should be so special.
Perhaps we should start with a baby, and try to remember what it is
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to hold a new-born child. They are so small, so fragile, that we feel
compelled to hold them and care for them. There is something about
babies which moves us all. We look at a baby’s hands, and the tiny,
perfect fingernails which they have; we see the miracle of a new
beginning of life; and we find ourselves using baby-talk and growing
sentimental and clucky.
Perhaps this is part of the message of Christmas, that God is making
his appeal to us in a way that we cannot resist. Jesus was born with
the same start in life as any other human - God committed his love to
us in the hope that we would care for it and bring it to full growth.
The mystery of the birth of God is not to do with the angels, the
shepherds and the wise men with their gifts - that all came later. In
the birth of Jesus, God is telling his people “whenever you see a
baby, remember me, for this is important.”

It is good to remember that it is not only the baby Jesus whom God
has brought to birth, but each of us and every one we meet is born
of God, and bears the image of God into the world.
When we think of Christmas we should not forget the prosperity this
time brings to the shops, nor the family get-togethers and reunions.
Care for those who need it is vital at any time; and compassion for
those who are in sickness, grief or any other trouble is always
important.
The Christian traditions, too, are well worth celebrating. The mystery
of the Virgin birth, the stable in Bethlehem, the Star in the East these things are valuable in their own way. But at Christmas it is also
good to bear in mind that the miracle of the Incarnation occurs in
every human being, each one made in the image of God, each one
infinitely precious and beloved by God. This is life-givingly vital!

Whenever we see another human being, our friends, our family, the
people we pass by in the street, even the reflection of our self in a
mirror, let us see God reflected in each, and remember.
With best wishes for a Holy and Happy Christmas, Gwilym
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Parish news
•

St Bede’s will host the 2023 World Day of Prayer service on the
evening of 3 March. This is an ecumenical service supported by
eight congregations in our area and each takes its turn as host.

•

The recycling station is working well. The Scout Bin is now in
the hall near the change cubicles. If you wish to deposit
refundable cans and bottles, all proceeds go to St Bede’s.

•

Fr Gwilym will soon complete his 6 month term as locum
tenens priest, but will continue in that role into the future. The
parish council expressed its gratitude to Fr Gwilym for his
gracious ministry which goes far beyond the 0.5 time of his
appointment.

•

A number of maintenance items are being attended to: the
safety of the northern ramp, clearing the porch for wheelchair
access on the southern ramp, a leaking garden pipe and the
back fence which needs attention.

•

Art and Craft will continue next year but will no longer serve
lunch. Everyone is welcome to morning tea, and a time of
fellowship with a little bit of art and craft activity.

•

Several people have undergone instruction in how to use the
defibrillator to be installed with a government grant and
support from the Rotary Club of Regency Park.

•

Jennette Hand freely gave us the gift of her music. She played
three times a month on Sundays and also went to three nursing
home services a month. In addition she would be called upon
for occasional services. In the future we are fortunate to have
Deborah Osman continue on the organ once a month. Alicen
Miller, the organist at St Paul’s has also offered her services,
and Judith Pennington will play the piano. At other times we
will use CD hymns broadcast through the sound system.

•

We note with sadness the unexpected death of Mr John Smith,
the donor of the crucifix and candlesticks from St Francis House.
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Halloween Service
Fr Gwilym led a special Halloween service at
sunset on the Eve of All Saint’s Day with
particular intention to remember those who
have died. 14 people attended this service
of apt readings, music and quiet reflection.
We now know that that was Jennette Hand’s
last service with us where she played with
sensitivity the hymns and Taize chants.
Thank you, Fr Gwilym, for such a meaningful
service. We will remember it as a very
special time of worship.

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s tree
During his visit to the Diocese of Adelaide the
Archbishop of Canterbury donated 50 trees to
the diocese as a sign of the importance of
forests. The trees were provided by Trees for
Life. As St Bede’s grounds did not have a
suitable spot for the
wattle we received
(the roots disrupt sewer
pipes), we were pleased
that John and Sally
Pentland were able to
plant it with other
wattles on the bank of
their nearby creek.
Acacia pycnanthus or
golden wattle is native
to south eastern Australia. It grows to a height
of 8 m. It has phyllodes (flattened leaf stalks) instead of true
leaves. The profuse fragrant, golden flowers appear in late winter
and spring, followed by long seed pods.
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Garage Sale 6 /11/2022
Left: Ila Neighbour and Luise
Humby sorting through sale items
on the Saturday beforehand.
Below: Diana Geier made sure
buyers got bargains.

Thanks to everyone who gave a
hand to move stuff from the
crypt, bring items from home, lay
the sale in the grounds, sell to the
public and pack up afterwards.

out
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Vale Jennette Hand
22/1/1943-2/11/2022
Jennette Elsie Dee Hand (nee Pretty) grew up in
Pennington, attending pennington primary
School and then Woodville High School. On
leaving high school she studied Primary
teaching at Wattle Park Teachers College.
Jennette worshipped at St Barnabas’ Church,
Rosewater but she and Ken married at St
Paul’s, port Adelaide. Jennette taught Sunday
School at St Bede’s for 10 years but then
joined the choir and talked me into joining it too. In those early years
we had both men and women choristers using stalls on both sides of
the chancel.
Fr jeff Oake talked Jennette and me into offering a monthly church
service at St Margaret’s rehabilitation Centre which was then
Anglican. Jennette played the piano and dispensed communion while
I did the sermon based on Fr Jeff’s sermon plus the gospel. When St
Margaret’s came under the auspices of the QEH we were no longer
involved.

Jennette’s musical skills involved her in the school choir at Alberton
and she supported me at Flinders park. Her experience was a
godsend. Jennette was also a member of the Woodville Choir for
many years.
Jennette and I both liked coffee, cake and shopping which led to
several trips to Melbourne, especially to the markets and the famous
Bridge Road.

For many years Jennette and I produced The Morning Star in the
office at St Paul’s. it was like sweat shop labour—photocopy, cut and
paste etc but we had lots of alughs—no computers or word
processors. Still it was of its time and people enjoyed our cartoons,
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jokes and parish profiles.
Later Jennette began teaching at the Islamic College at Croydon
where she began a choir and in collaboration with another teacher,
wrote a school song (a big breakthrough). She took the choir out into
the community to sing (to Arndale and the Migrant Women’s
Association). Unfortunately a new school board stopped all music and
singing even though the parents still wanted it.
Jennette was a romantic at heart. She loved Mills and Boone and also
all the Catherine Gaskin DVDs and others of similar ilk. Nevertheless,
she introduced me to Foyle’s war and we both loved and discussed
Death in paradise and other English murder mysteries.
Each New Year’s day we met at a mutual friend’s place for lunch at
10.00am till late—a great day!

In later years, Jennette became a “petrol head” and loved watching
the car races. (a symbolic racing helmet was on her coffin). She also
enjoyed her holiday in Hawaii with her late husband Ken and her son
Iain.
Jennette will be sadly missed by many in different ways. I still spot
white Hyundais and look to see if it’s Jennette driving it. RIP Jennette
- faithful follower of Christ.
Diana Geier

St Bede’s Craft Morning by Dawn Hammerl
The first Thursday of the month is the time to be
at St Bede’s Semaphore Church for morning coffee or tea.,
followed by cake or biscuits as you require.
Fun and friendship for adults with craft desire.
A creative item made to get us thinking,
relaxing with gentle music and conversation all linking.
Dorothy takes care of our holistic needs;
some words of wisdom from the Bible creed.
Our skills tasked in a stimulating morning theme.
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COUNCIL NUNGA WEEK
Nunga Week was celebrated
at Glanville Hall on 8 Nov. with
the launch of Vince Copley’s
biography, The Wonder of
Little Things. (See review in
November issue of TMS.) About 100 people attended including the Mayor,
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Attorney-General, Eileen Perkins
(Charlie Perkin’s widow), Brian Butler and Sonney Morey (ex-students of St
Francis Home for Outback Children), a former principal of Le Fevre H.S.,
Percy Smith’s family , Bishop Chris McLeod (our Indigenous Bishop) and of
course, many others. The author, Lea McInerney, described the book’s
compilation over six years of collaboration, and read excerpts. St Fr
Gwilym, Luise Humby and Dorothy Thorpe attended. The welcome to
country was made by a descendant of a domestic worker in Glanville Hall,
then owned by Captain Hart.
There were several passionate speeches. Vince’s
daughter, Kara Copley, spoke of the importance of
the building and the life of her father. Amazing
little decisions were pivotal in his life; coming to St
Francis house was one of them. He was
surrounded by other strong boys who shaped the
person he was to become. Fr Percy and Mrs Isobel Smith were dedicated
to educating aboriginal boys to become great men. Aunty Pat Waria Reed (Vince’s niece) spoke of her upbringing with strong role models. She
praised this wonderful book about her uncle. She believes she got her
strength and wisdom and knowledge of culture from her elders including
Vince Copley: “Great ancestry makes us great people”, “Legends came
through this place and made a difference in the community.”
We toured the ground floor of the Hall, learnt from a photograph display
and enjoyed a splendid afternoon tea. We are so glad we attended! DAT
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The Vision of the Diocese of Adelaide
Growing in
discipleship and
sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ.

Connecting in with
communities

Adelaide Anglicans are committed to
discipleship and sharing the gospel.
Leaders are well-equipped. Innovation is
encouraged.

We will be welcoming, accessible,
listening, sharing, nurturing and caring,
hopeful and joyous, positive, serving, and
generous inclusive communities of
spirituality, social connection and love.

Advocating and
We will be a strong voice for social justice
working together for and will support the marginalised. We will
support survivors of abuse and implement
social justice
the 10 Commitments.

Caring for creation
and each other

Adelaide Anglicans care deeply for
creation and responding to climate
change. We will reduce our carbon
footprint and water use. We will simplify
our processes and improve support.

In 2022, the Synod Office staff engaged leaders from
parishes in a series of discussions to develop this vision
statement for the Diocese. A number of our parish
councillors attended a workshop at Croydon earlier this
year.
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What the Diocese will do
GROW: Improve confidence in the Gospel Make more disciples.
Articulate Anglican distinctiveness. Equip clergy and laity for
leadership Encourage a culture of innovation
CONNECT: Facilitate connections and co-ordinate activities
between parishes and people. Co-ordinate regular forums and gettogethers for collaboration, information sharing, companionship
and development. Encourage use of churches and church buildings
in novel ways for community use and engagement.
ADVOCATE: Understand and articulate Anglican distinctiveness.
Advocate for social justice by proactively engaging media on issues
and public policy relevant to the community.
Support the disadvantaged and marginalised. Support survivors.
Implement the 10 Commitments for preventing and Respoding to
Domestic and Family Violence.
CARE: Measure and
take action to
reduce our carbon
footprint. Make life
simpler for parishes.
Care for our ageing
congregations.
Create a supportive
working
environment.
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Reflection for Advent
The scripture readings of Advent invite us to recall our faith history, to
assume the posture of the expectant people of Israel, waiting in joyful
hope for the coming of the Messiah. Seeing what is happening in our
world today, we realise, like our ancestors in the faith, that we have a very
real need of a Saviour. So words like waiting, yearning, hoping, longing,
listening, praying, and staying awake are Advent words, Advent concepts.
Through them, we enter into the wistful atmosphere of the season.
Three times in chapter 13 of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus tells us, Stay awake!
When we’re waiting, we’re “awake”, we’re on the alert for something or
someone: news, a bus, a dear friend, a family member, a letter, an email, a
phone call, a Skype or text message, a sign or a sound, some information
that is important to us. While we wait, if we have eyes to see and ears to
hear, we will experience God’s presence in what is happening around us.
Waiting can give us the opportunity to see and hear and feel things we’re
often too busy to notice. And while we wait, we may see other waiting
people, pensioners, parents, disabled people, teenagers, young children,
and notice the look in their eyes, the joy, the pain, the hope, the despair;
we may see beautiful things, ugly things; we may hear a kind word, a cruel
word, a baby’s cry, a shout of rage, a snatch of music… Such experiences
are all part of the Advent journey.
“Waiting in hope” is the signature tune of Advent, and we long to hear the
melody of hope in our lives. Anna’s waiting for a word from her doctor on
the results of a biopsy, fearful that “it” has come back… Richard watches
daily for a letter, expecting word from the university, wondering if he’s
been accepted… Ellen’s invited her husband to sit down and talk, realising
that their marriage is on the rocks, but he’s left the house in a rage, and
now she’s asking herself if he’ll ever come back… Ted’s firm closed down
six weeks ago, and he’s anxious and exhausted, looking for a new job…
Marie, at the end of a long queue, all her belongings in two black bin bags,
is afraid that by the time she gets to the door of the Salvation Army night
shelter, all the beds will be taken… Alan wants a drink badly, it’s been
three months since his last one, and he can sense himself falling… This
morning, Meg had an interview for a job she really wanted, and now she’s
waiting to hear the outcome… These are all Advent people. They’re
waiting in hope.
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In his book, Dynamics of Faith, Paul Tillich says that often it is in moments
of helplessness that we experience the transforming power of grace:
“Grace strikes us when we are in great pain and restlessness… It strikes us
when, year after year, the longed-for perfection of life does not appear,
when the old compulsions reign within us as they have for decades, when
despair destroys all joy and courage.”
When grace “strikes” us in this way, things may not be outwardly better
than before, but we know in the depths of our being that God has touched
us, and that our time of waiting in hope has not been in vain.
Sr Teresa White is former teacher and has spent many years in the
ministry of spirituality at Katherine House, a retreat centre in Salford.

December
December ‘s name is from the Latin word decem because it was originally
the tenth month of the year in the calendar of Romulus c. 750 BC which
began in March.

Saints days of December
2 Dec

Frances Perry, founder of the Royal Women’s Hospital,
Melbourne (d. 1892)
3 Dec

Francis Xavier, priest and missionary (d 1552)

6 Dec

Nicholas of Myra, bishop and philanthropist (d. 342)

7 Dec

Ambrose of Milan, bishop and teacher (d. 397)

8 Dec

The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

14 Dec

John of the Cross, mystic and teacher (d.1591)

21 Dec

Thomas, apostle and martyr

26 Dec

Stephen, deacon and first martyr

27 Dec

John, apostle and evangelist

28 Dec

Holy Innocents

30 Dec

Josephine Butler, social reformer (d. 1905)

31 Dec

John Wyclif, teacher and reformer (d. 1384)
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ADVENT AND
CHRISTMAS

4 December :
Our Christmas tree will be part of the Rotary Carols by
the Lake at West Lakes Shore from 4.30pm

11 December:
2.00pm Quire St Nicholas Readings and Carols

3.00pm St Paul’s Port Adelaide Ecumenical Christmas
Event

13 December: Breakfast@StBede’s Christmas Party
11.30am for the breakfast community, volunteers and
invited guests.

18 December:

Parish Festive Morning Tea 11.00am.
Members of all three congregations are welcome

24 December:
4.oopm Children’s Christmas Service—bring the kids and
grandkids and get involved in the story
11.oopm Midnight Mass—a joyful service with organ

25 December:
9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist—all welcome.

