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NAIDOC WEEK SERVICE
10 July, 2022
Fr Gwilym Henry-Edwards dedicates the crucifix formerly
located in St Francis House chapel 1946-1959 and the stand
recently fashioned from mallee root by Fr Adrian Stephens.
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The Anglican Parish of St Bede’s Semaphore
Nurturing the Soul of Semaphore
Locum tenens priest: The Rev’d Gwilym Henry-Edwards

0408 353 781

Churchwardens: Mrs Fay Warren 0415 364 757
Mrs Dorothy Thorpe 0457 501 397
Director of Music: Mrs Jenne(e Hand

Organist: Dr Deborah Osman

Parish Councillors: Mr Colin Lehmann (Treasurer), Mrs Brenda Beer, Mrs Ros de
Garis, Ms Karen Fagan, Mrs Sue Henry-Edwards, Mrs Luise Humby, Mr Greg
Manning, Ms Georgie Stamp, Mrs Fay Warren.
The Parish Council usually meets on the second Wednesday of each month at
7.00pm.
Parish Oﬃce: In the hall at 200 Military Road Semaphore. Parish Secretary
Fay Warren is available when the oﬃce is open:
Tuesdays 9.00am-1.00pm and Thursdays 8.30am –1.30pm.
Telephone 8449 5064

Email: oﬃce@stbedessemaphore.org.au

Website: www.stbedessemaphore.org.au and Facebook: stbedessemaphore
Karen Fagan webmaster.
Bede’s Bazaar Co-ordinator: Mrs Brenda Beer 0400 053 527
Community Garden: Contact St Bede’s on 8449 5064 for details.
Breakfast @St Bede’s Co-ordinator: Dorothy Thorpe 0457 501 397
The Morning Star Editor: Dorothy Thorpe 0457 501 397 is a monthly publica?on

Services in August
Sundays at 8.00am (also on zoom) and 9.30am: Holy Communion
Wed: at 10.00am: Holy Comm.; Thurs: Evening Prayer 8.00pm on zoom
Holy Bap?sm, Conﬁrma?on, Holy Matrimony, Funerals, Ministry with the
Sick, Confession and Reconcilia?on by appointment with the priest.
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Dear Morning Star Readers,
No doubt you will have seen the
informa?on from the latest Australian
Census in which less than 50% of
Australians iden?fy themselves as
Chris?an, while there is an increase in
those claiming No Religion.
Of course we know that there are lies,
damned lies and sta?s?cs, as Mark Twain
is alleged to have said, but there is no
doubt that there is a diminishing interest in organised religion. More
than that, a well-travelled priest recently said to me that nowhere
else in the world had he found greater hos?lity towards Chris?anity
than in Australia.
Now, it is easy to ﬁnd possible reasons for this trend, da?ng back to
1788, when the church was seen as an arm of government whose
purpose was to impose a standard of moral behaviour on the
popula?on. Closer to our own age, aFer the high point of church
a(endance in the 1960s, a rapid falling oﬀ took place. Television,
sport and pop concerts grew in popularity and the social ac?vi?es of
the church were taken over by secular organisa?ons. More recently
the abuse of children by clergy and church workers has destroyed the
trust and respect in which the church was held. I could go on. The rise
of noisy sects requiring a rigid and legalis?c approach to religion has
further prejudiced the understanding of Chris?anity.
However, there is s?ll a profound interest in ma(ers of faith and
belief. If the churches are a bad smell in the nose of the people, Jesus
himself remains a charisma?c ﬁgure, a person of genuine integrity,
and example of radical compassion for all people.
In addi?on to this, spirituality remains an important part of many
people’s lives. Human beings have the ability to reﬂect on their lives,
to remember the past and to speculate about the future. They are
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something like amphibians, which live on the land and in the water,
but humans are beings who live in the physical and the spiritual
world. I don’t mean spiritual in any crude supernatural way, but
spiritual in having an intense awareness of things other than
ourselves.
Humans will always have this spiritual hunger, a yearning to
understand the nature of being. They will con?nue to seek for what
may be found, to knock at the doors of knowledge and mystery. We
have the giF of wondering and desire to look beyond the physical
and obvious.
And this may well be the place where faithful Chris?ans ﬁnd answers
to their ques?ons. They will certainly ﬁnd ques?ons that need
answering.
I don’t have a crystal ball, so I cannot imagine what the church will be
like in another hundred years. But of three things I am certain. One is
that God, however we may imagine our Creator, will s?ll be there,
ready to be made known to people with the eyes to see, the ears to
hear and the imagina?on to wonder. The second is, God appears in
human form, that true essence which was seen in Jesus the Christ.
The third is that there will always be people in whom the divine Spirit
lives and moves and has its being.
I don’t know what the future may bring, what joys or terrors it holds,
but I am content to know that whatever it is, it’s in God’s hands.
Peace be with you,

Gwilym

Please join with other parishioners to enjoy St Bede’s Day Out
on 19 August from 9.30am. Enjoy morning tea at The Banksia
Tree Café from 9.30, then visit up to three SALA exhibitions in
Port Adelaide and Semaphore. Finish with 12.30 lunch at the
Exeter Hotel. Come to all of it or come to some, join us on the
way, We promise a stimulating day of interesting art, convivial
company and good food. Sign up at Church Welcome table or let
Dorothy Thorpe know so eatery bookings can be made. RSVP 14/8
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Parish News
# 15 people enjoyed morning tea and making a pre(y card at
Art and Cra/ on the ﬁrst Thursday of the month. Dorothy
Thorpe and Father Gwilym spoke brieﬂy about ﬂoods, the
Australian cycle of drought and ﬂood, the human inﬂuence
and eﬀect on ﬂoods, and the story of Noah and God’s rainbow
promise. Sally’s friend Sharon and her sister helped us make a
pre(y card and there was lots of cha(er. The session was
followed by a pasta lunch. Why not join us for Art & CraF next month? It’s
card-making again. You don’t have to be par?cularly craFy; everything is
supplied; you can just enjoy ?me together with others if you choose.

#

Thank you to those who have responded to requests for dona?ons to
Breakfast@StBede’s. We are grateful. We serve baked beans every second
week so that is why we ask for baked beans. (Sausage the other week but it
is hard to donate food needing refrigera?on.) In recent weeks we have had
steady numbers: 30-35 a session. It has been cold weather and the hot
breakfast is appreciated very much. One person told staﬀ one morning that
she had only eaten bread in the previous two days so a good nutri?ous meal
was very welcome.
We seek suitable people as volunteers with a heart for this ministry.
Volunteers are
* Friendly, helpful, non-judgemental,
•

Available 7.30-10.30 Tuesdays

•

Able to work in a team, see what needs doing and do it.

•

Willing to do some training and police check
We are grateful to Trish Davids who comes
from ?me to ?me to provide free haircuts (next
due on 26 July) and who is providing
substan?al ﬁnancial support to the program. In
August showering facili?es will begin with the
generous support of One Voice and
Puddlejumpers who provide a portable shower.
The Rotary Club of Regency Park is providing
three volunteers a week for transport and
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supervision, plus petrol and gas. This support is indica?ve of the esteem in
which our program is held and the community spirit which encourages coopera?on.

# The Parish Council had a special mee?ng on 7 July with Archdeacon
Basse( and Ms Marianne Gillard who is the diocesan parish support
oﬃcer. They explained how the diocesan property regula?ons operate. In
the period that we do not have a parish priest appointed, the rectory is
surplus to need and can be rented. The lease is to be placed under the
control of the Synod which will use the services of agents Evans and Ayers.
We were introduced to the agent, Brad Muggleton, who will be looking
aFer the tenancy. In the mean2me there has been a lot of work done by
Luise and Joe Humby and the Manning family in preparing the property
for rental. We are grateful for their hard work and commitment. The
parish has been fortunate to have such willing , faithful people to do what
has been hard work. Once tenanted, however, the diocese will be
responsible through the agent. The parish will receive the rent less the
agency charge and any maintenance costs. There is no charge by the
diocese.

# The Parish Council met on 14 July where we par?cularly looked at the
program for the rest of the year. If all works out well we will have at least,
SALA Bede’s Day Out in August, a Crea?on Sunday Picnic in September and
an All Things Bright and Beau?ful Garden party in October, followed by
Advent and Christmas worship and events.

# Of par?cular concern to the Parish Council is our ﬁnancial
situa?on. From the Treasurer
- planned giving is down about $1000 compared to June 2021;
- fundraising is down $4000 compared to June 2021 – and a lot of
this is because we have not had Bunnings barbecues in recent
"mes. Also hall hire con"nues to be less than it was. We have had
no other fund-raising ventures.
- priest’s salary up. Year to date In June 2022, it was $42,761
whereas in June 2021 it was $31,784 It is noted that as of 1 July
2021, we commenced paying Ruth at 0.9 FTE which made a
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signiﬁcant increase in our expenses. The increase also loaded the
long service leave en"tlement and the superannua"on en"tlement.
We are expec"ng a long service leave payment by the diocese of
$6743, but it will s"ll leave us with a deﬁcit for the year.
Our loss of fundraising has been a big nega"ve, and we hope that
the congrega"on will be prepared to buy "ckets in the People's
Choice Credit Union lo<ery when it opens later on in 2022.
There will be some rental income from the clergy house during the coming
year and we are presently paying only 0.5 s?pend (but Fr Gwilym’s
commitment seems to be more than he is paid for); nevertheless the current
downward trend in mee?ng planned giving commitments previously made is
very disappoin?ng. Instead of decreasing our giving now we should be
bolstering our ﬁnances for the future. We hope that those using open plate
giving or who come irregularly might consider arranging for direct credit to
the church. ( St Bede’s
Semaphore BSB 703-077 A/c
no. 00040467. Please include
your name and “giving”)
Some people on their own
ini?a?ve have increased their
giving this year but most have
not. Bishop Denise sent a
message reminding us that in
this period, oFen called a
“Vacancy”, the Church is not
vacant but full of lively,
faithful and generous
Chris?ans! Our generous
stewardship will be a sign that
that is true.

“Each of you should give
what you have decided
in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.”
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NAIDOC Week Service
Mr John and Mrs Fe Smith
with Fr Adrian Stephens and
Mrs Jeannie Stephens aFer
the service.Other guests
were the Rev’d Dr Ruth
Mathieson, Mark Smith and
Terry Cleary.
The dedica?on of the
cruciﬁx and stand was
included in the 9.30 service
of Holy Communion. We
enjoyed the Thanksgiving
Prayer wri(en by The Rev’d
Lenore Parker, the ﬁrst Aboriginal woman to be ordained in the Diocese of
GraFon. The altar curtains were in a pa(ern called Water Dreaming , the
work of Ada Nangala Dixon. We also displayed the Aboriginal ﬂag and the
Torres Strait Island ﬂag. The hymns, carefully chosen, were very ﬁUng,
praising God for the land and its people, and looking towards a just and
hopeful future. Morning tea was rather grand and most people stayed to
enjoy the food and company. Altogether it was a lovely St Bede’s
celebra?on. Thanks to all who contributed by your presence and ministry.

~
A former St Francis House boy, Vincent Copley will be having his biography
published soon. Vincent passed away in January at the age of 85.
"Vince Copley, a proud Nadjuri man, was born on an Aboriginal mission in
South Australia. As a young boy he a(ended the now famous St Francis
House, a home for First Na?ons boys that produced many future leaders,
including civil rights ac?vist, Charlie Perkins. A star footballer and cricketer,
Vince later devoted his life to advancing the rights and improving the lives
of First Na?ons people. He worked closely with Charlie, and with everyone
from community leaders to premiers and prime ministers. He has also been
ac?ve in reclaiming Ngadjuri culture and sharing it with others. (His
biography is called 'The Wonder of Li le things' by Lea McInerney, published
by Harper Collins).
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Be s2ll and know that I am God.
Drop thy s ll dews of quietness,
ll all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.
John Greenleaf Whi8er 1872.
~

Scripture assures us that if we are s?ll we will come to know God, but
arriving at s?llness is easier said than done. As Blaise Pascal once
stated, “All the miseries of the human person come from the fact that
no one can sit s?ll for one hour.” Achieving s?llness seems beyond us
and this leaves us with a certain dilemma, we need s?llness to ﬁnd
God, but we need God’s help to ﬁnd s?llness. With this in mind, I
oﬀer a prayer for s?llness.
God of s"llness and of quiet …S"ll my anxiety, my heartaches, my
worries, and stop me from always being outside the present moment.
Let each day’s worries be suﬃcient onto themselves. Give me the
grace to know that you have pronounced my name in love, that my
name wri en in heaven, that I am free to live without anxiety.
S"ll my unrelen"ng need to be busy all the "me, to occupy myself, to
be always planning for tomorrow, to ﬁll every minute with some
ac vity, to seek distrac on rather than quiet. Soothe the
unacknowledged anger I feel from not achieving much of what I’ve
wanted in life, the failure that I feel in the face of all that I’ve le*
untried and unﬁnished. S ll in me the bi erness that comes from
failure. Save me from the jealousy that comes unbidden as I
begrudgingly accept the limits of my life. Give me the grace to accept
what circumstance and failure have dealt me.
S"ll in me the congenital fear that I’m unloved, that I’m unlovable,
that love has to be earned, that I need to be more worthy. Silence in
me the nagging suspicion that I’m forever missing out, that I’m odd,
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an outsider, that things are unfair, and that I’m not being respected
and recognised for who I am. Give me the grace to know that I’m a
beloved child of a God whose love need not be earned.
S"ll in me my false fear of you, my propensity for a misguided piety,
my need to treat you like a distant and feared dignitary rather than as
a warm friend. Give me the grace to relate to you in a robust way, as a
trusted friend with whom I can jest, wrestle, and relate to in humour
and in macy.
S"ll my unforgiving thoughts, the grudges I nurse from my past, from
the betrayals I’ve suﬀered, from the nega vity and abuses I’ve been
subject to. Quiet in me the guilt I carry from my own betrayals. S ll in
me all that’s wounded, unresolved, bi er, and unforgiving. Give the
quiet that comes from forgiveness.
S"ll in me my doubts, my anxie"es about your existence, about your
concern, and about your ﬁdelity. Calm inside me the compulsion to
leave a mark, to plant a tree, to have a child, to write a book, to
create some form of immortality for myself. Give me the grace to
trust, even in darkness and doubt, that you will give me immortality.
S"ll my heart so that I may know that you are God, that I may know
that you create and sustain my every breath, that you breathe the
whole universe into existence every second, that everyone, myself no
less than everyone else, is your beloved, that you want our lives to
ﬂourish, that you desire our happiness, that nothing falls outside your
love and care, and that everything and everybody is safe in your
gentle, caring hands, in this world and the next.
(Excerpts from Fr Ronald Rolheiser, A Prayer for S llness, Catholic
Outlook 2021)

Let God’s love ﬁll your whole life Let it fall soAly in quiet
moments that bring you peace Let it sparkle everywhere.
As you share its hope and beauty, let it warm every
corner of your world . Amen (from Barbara Shepherdson)

11

St Bede’s : Lyrics by Margot Holland
We know we are home through the li(le wooden door
just down from the corner of old Semaphore.
We know that the warmth that’s found in this li(le place
Is where we share our hearts with your Divine grace—we know.
It’s breakfast on Tuesdays as everyone arrives
the candles bow their faces on the altar as they rise
and out in the darkness unseen our garden grows
quietly appearing with the light as it glows—we know.
We know that these golden names
carved on the wall are St Bede’s family
separated by ?me but fellowshipped in our shrine
of eternity.
We know we are home
when we can smile and give a wave ,
sharing tea and cakes on another sacred day.
It’s been one hundred and forty- four years
since we’ve been around.
We’re in each other’s prayers
and in our songs sung out loud.
We heal each other’s hearts
by being together for a while.
At St Bede’s
We are St Bede’s.
Margot sang these lyrics as she played her ukulele to the
volunteers at Breakfast@StBede’s in late June. We pray for her as
she recovers from serious surgery in early July.
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Are Australians less religious? There's more
to the story - National Church Life Survey
The latest results from the 2021 Na?onal Census, which show an increase in
Australians ?cking the ‘no religion’ box, come as no surprise to researchers
at NCLS Research.
This fresh data from the Bureau of Sta?s?cs (ABS 2021) suggests religious
aﬃlia?on is on the decline. But we say there is more to the story.
The church and Chris?anity have appeared to be on a decline trajectory,
par?cularly since ‘no religion’ was ﬁrst oﬀered as an op?on in the 1971
Census. The trajectory was impacted even further in 2016 when ‘no religion’
became the ﬁrst op?on on the Census form.
Interes?ngly, as the ques?on about religion is voluntary, in the past few
decades around 10-12% of Australians have not answered it. In 2021
however, only 7% did not provide a response. (ABS, 2021)
Our research suggests that choosing ‘no religion’ is just one form of
measuring our religiousness. It does not reﬂect other aspects of the issue,
such as whether or not Australians are spiritual or believe in God.
More aspects to being religious or spiritual
When people choose a religious aﬃlia?on in the na?onal Census, it is a
statement of belonging or iden?ty, a ‘tribe’ in which to belong. “We go
wrong if we confuse this iden?ty statement with how ‘religious’ or ‘spiritual’
people are,” Dr Ruth Powell, Director of NCLS Research, said.
To form a view about how ‘religious’ or ‘spiritual’ Australians are, there is
more to it. This is clear when we examine the results of the 2021 Australian
Community Survey (2021 ACS), run by NCLS Research in November
2021, just a few months aFer the na?onal Census.
The more nuanced 2021 ACS results show that more than half of Australians
(55%) say they believe in God, six in ten pray or meditate, and two in ten
(21%) a(end religious services at least monthly.
Dr Powell said, “We were able to conclude that people who iden?ﬁed as
having no religious aﬃlia?on s?ll had spiritual or religious lives.”
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The 'no religion' trend
The trend showing an increase in ‘no religion’ has con?nued since the
op?on was ﬁrst introduced to the Census. “Many young Australians do not
claim to aﬃliate with a par?cular religion as it is not part of their social or
cultural iden?ty,” Dr Powell said. “But it does not mean that they are hos?le
or closed to spiritual life. The evidence from our detailed research shows an
openness to spirituality, including the Chris?an faith - perhaps more than
people would expect.”
Chris?an aﬃlia?on declined from 52% in 2016 to 44% in 2021. This drop is
largely made up of declines in Catholic (3%) and Anglican (3%) aﬃlia?on.
(ABS, 2021)
Dr Powell also noted that the increased aﬃlia?on to other religions, such as
Hinduism and Islam, was indica?ve of Australia’s mul?cultural migrant
popula?on. “In our mul?cultural country, our new migrant communi?es
tend to be more religious,” she said.
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August
August is the eighth month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian
calendars, and the ﬁFh of seven months to have a length of 31 days. Its
zodiac sign is Leo and was originally named Sex?lis in La?n because it was
the 6th month in the original ten-month Roman calendar under Romulus in
753 BC, with March being the ﬁrst month of the year. About 700 BC, it
became the eighth month when January and February were added to the
year before March by King Numa Pompilius, who also gave it 29 days. Julius
Caesar added two days when he created the Julian calendar in 46 BC
(708 AUC), giving it its modern length of 31 days.
In 8 BC, it was renamed in honour of
Emperor Augustus. This month was the ?me of
several of his great triumphs, including the
conquest of Egypt. (adapted from Wikipedia)

Some special days in August
1 August: Holy Men and Women of the Old
Testament
4 August: John Bap2ste Vianney, parish priest of
Ars, France d. 1859
5 August: Oswald, king and martyr : b. 604 – 5
August 641/642 was King of Northumbria from
634 un?l his death, and is venerated as a saint, of
whom there was a par?cular cult in the Middle
Ages.
Oswald was the son of Æthelfrith of Bernicia. He
came to rule aFer spending a period in exile.
AFer defea?ng the Welsh ruler Cadwallon ap
Cadfan,
Oswald brought the Northumbrian kingdoms
of Bernicia and Deira once again under a single
ruler, and promoted the spread of Chris?anity in
Northumbria. He was given a strongly posi?ve
assessment by the historian Bede, wri?ng a li(le
less than a century aFer Oswald's death, who
regarded Oswald as a saintly king; it is also Bede

The St Oswald window in
St Bede’s
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who is the main source for present-day historical knowledge of Oswald.
AFer eight years of rule, in which he was the most powerful ruler in Britain,
Oswald was killed in the Ba(le of Maserﬁeld.
6 August: The Transﬁgura2on of our Lord
Hiroshima Day
9 August: Mary Sumner, founder of The Mothers’ Union
10 August: St Lawrence, deacon and martyr at Rome d. 258 . Lawrence
was one of the seven deacons of the city of Rome under Pope Sixtus II who
were martyred in the persecu?on of the Chris?ans that the Roman
Emperor Valerian ordered in 258. Lawrence encountered the future Pope
Sixtus II, who was of Greek origin and one of the most famous and highly
esteemed teachers in Caesaraugusta (today Zaragoza). Eventually, both
leF Spain for Rome. When Sixtus became the Pope in 257, he ordained
Lawrence as a deacon, and though Lawrence was s?ll young appointed him
ﬁrst among the seven deacons who served in the cathedral church.
11 August: Clare of Assisi d. 1252 was an Italian saint and one of the ﬁrst
followers of Francis of Assisi. She founded the Order of Poor Ladies,
a monas?c religious order for women in the Franciscan tradi?on, and wrote
their Rule of Life, the ﬁrst set of monas?c guidelines known to have been
wri(en by a woman. Following her death, the order she founded was
renamed in her honour as the Order of Saint Clare, commonly referred to
today as the Poor Clares.
John Henry Newman , cardinal and theologian d. 1890 was the
19th-century’s most important English-speaking Catholic theologian, spent
the ﬁrst half of his life as an Anglican and the second half as a Roman
Catholic. He was a priest, popular preacher, writer, and eminent theologian
in both churches. He wrote the hymns Lead kindly light, Firmly I believe
and truly and Praise to the holiest in the height. In 2010, Pope Benedict XVI
bea?ﬁed Newman in London.
24 August: Bartholomew, Apostle and martyr. Bartholomew was one of
the twelve apostles of Jesus according to the New Testament. He is said to
have been martyred for having converted Polymius, King of Armenia.
31 August: John Bunyan , preacher and spiritual writer d. 1688, author of
Pilgrim’s Progress.
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The Wonder of Trees

An essen?al part of nature I perceive
Shade and beauty for all to see.
Animals and birds habitat.
Providing a breeze ,
Frui?ng and ﬂowering in a garden scene.
Na?ve gums with boughs and trunks so stern
Mo(led colours on bark are seen
Suppor?ng vines and ferns.
Without trees a desert earth would be
Temperatures could excel to extremes.
Thank God for our lovely trees. Dawn Hammerl (Art & Cra/)
What makes people generous and others less so?
Generosity is not just about money. It can include issues like being
hospitable, giving people the beneﬁt of the doubt, and prac?sing
forgiveness. You can sense generosity in a congrega?on by
observing the rela?onships at church.
Members of mainline churches are seldom challenged to increased
generosity (in contrast with most Pentecostal churches) and so the
idea that giving li(le is acceptable is reinforced. People need to
know that the more one gives the more one grows in faith. Small-giF
mentality diminishes people’s capacity to grow. We ‘don’t have the
money’ mentality creates a culture of scarcity and crowds out hopes
and dreams It then becomes “Catch-22” – scarcity leads to people
becoming disillusioned with the Church, and so they don’t give and
that leads to further scarcity. Ul?mately it’s a faith issue because
they do not believe in God’s benevolence to us and that all things
come from God. Such people will reject any men?on of stewardship,
don’t believe in envelopes, think “the Church is always asking for
money”, believe clergy are overpaid, and “the Church already has
enough money”. (Précised from Michael Durral, Crea2ng
congrega2ons of generous people (Alban Ins?tute)

